Coronary circulation in the presence of vascular disease.
This paper discusses three specific aspects of coronary circulation as they relate to the patient with coronary artery disease. Firstly, the normal autoregulatory and metabolic control of the coronary circulation is considered in the light of current understanding of the relevant processes. Secondly, the implications of microcirculatory heterogeneities are discussed. Thirdly, the implications of the current debate on the impact of cardiac contraction for our understanding of the perfusion of the myocardium in compromised circumstances are analysed in an attempt to provide the clinician with a tool for assessing current therapy.